
The St John of God Health Centre was 
inaugurated on 8 December, 2001 to the 
great satisfaction of the population of 
Porga, who had asked the Brothers, at a 
chance meeting, to the  build a health cen-
tre for them to solve their health problems.  
 
It stands in the north-west of Benin on the 
border with Burkina Faso covering a 
healthcare zone of four administrative vil-
lages and six hamlets between 2 and 24 
km from the Centre, catering for a popula-
tion estimated at 7,958 in 2011. 
 
Like the other places in the Healthcare Zone, Porga has had two-season 
tropical climate - one rainy season and one dry season. 
 

The rainy season generally begins in May and ends in October. 
 

Then hot, dry harmattan wind blows across the country from Novem-
ber to January and gives way to intense heat from February to 
April. 

 
THE POPULATION. These are multi-ethnic populations, mainly made 

up of Berber with 
a few foreign 
groups: Hausa, 
Mossi, Gour-
mantchès, Peulh, 
etc. They depend 
for their livelihood 
mainly on agricul-
ture, livestock, 
fishing and hunt-
ing etc. Penjari 
Park is a source 
of wealth for the 
area, attracting 

tourists when it opens in the dry season  

                                                           
                                                             
 

UFFICIO MISSIONI  
E COOPERAZIONE 
INTERNAZIONALE      

ORDINE OSPEDALIERO  
DI SAN GIOVANNI DI DIO       

HHHEALTHEALTHEALTH   CCCENTREENTREENTRE   PPPORGAORGAORGA   (B(B(BENINENINENIN)))      

N.25– JUNE 2011 



THE CENTRE 
 
It plays a very important 
role in ensuring the health 
of this population and its 
neighbours who exist "in 
precarious living condi-
tions, aggravated by sick-
ness". It consists of a large 
structure with adequate ca-
pacity which classifies it as 
a "mini hospital" with 50 
beds. It has two main units: 
the Dispensary and the Ma-
ternity units. It has a small 
poorly-equipped pathology lab which provisionally performs a number of minor 
biomedical tests which help us to perform diagnoses. 

 
The activities of the Centre are based essentially on consultations, treatments 
and preventive care in the dispensary every day. 
 
The maternity unit provides pre-
and postnatal care, birthing and 
maternal and neonatal care.  
 
Preventive care is provided at set 
times (on Tuesdays) and every 
month six visits are made to the 
villages and hamlets supported by 
the Community Workers.  
 
All these activities are provided by 
a dynamic team of qualified health-
care workers, including a physi-
cian from the zonal hospital who 
works with us once a week. They 
undergo continuing training, and 
are monitored and supervised, with references and counter-references, monthly 
meetings etc. 
 
The Community Workers, such as the Relais, Sentinelles, and Mères volon-
taires, play a very important part in ensuring the health of the local people with 
whom they are very closely in touch, particularly through sensitisation, educa-
tion and prevention. 
 
The Healthcare Centre is the “second most frequently used of the 22 healthcare 
centres in the Tanguiéta Healthcare Zone”. It treats an average of 600 patients a 
month, making 7, 200 a year.  
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The economic and financial management of the 
Centres is influenced by the social nature and 
Charism of the Hospitaller Brothers of St John of God 
who have opted to "care for the poorest people". Be-
cause of this, the Centre cannot become self-reliant and 
at all times it has to rely on the generosity of NGOs, As-
sociations and people of goodwill in order to be able to 
continue operating. 
 

This year, 2011, we wish to express our gratitude to the 
St John of God hospital in Tanguiéta which provides us 
with financial assistance, drugs and medicines, and 
consumables, the Tanguiéta Zonal Office for supplying 

consumables and office and household materials, and the “Amis d’Afagnan et de 
Tanguiéta” for providing financial support to equip the meeting room. 
 

THE 10TH ANNIVERSARYTHE 10TH ANNIVERSARYTHE 10TH ANNIVERSARY   
 

The St John of God Healthcare Centre is celebrating its 10th anniversary this 
year, and has not yet reached 100% of its operating capacity. But the results 
have been more positive than negative despite the difficulties encountered in try-
ing to attain our objectives. 
 

Our successes have been:  
the reduction and even the eradication of meningitis, polio, measles, cholera 

etc epidemics, which only a few years ago decimated the population of Porga 
and its environs. 

The sensitisation of numerous patients to come to the Centre for treatment.  
Pregnant women are coming in increasing numbers for monitoring and care 

at the Centre's maternity unit. Only a few years ago, women frequently gave 
birth at home with all the risks that entails, and often with disastrous conse-
quences. 

The accessibility of care for all, even outside the national borders, particu-
larly in Burkina Faso. 

 

The difficulties are: 
 frequent breakages of essential products, 
 the lack of midwives,  
 the lack of a lab technician, 
 no inpatient care because hospitalisation is not yet effective due to a lack of 

a permanent physician, 
 the lack of self-care on the part of the patients, 
 the lack of funding to reach self-sufficiency 
 the annual budget deficits. 

 

Despite everything, we are proud of the results we been gradually achieving 
each year and we hope that the future will be even better not only relying on our 
own ability to offer good services but also on the generosity of humanitarian As-
sociations and men and women of goodwill who share our own feelings about 
the suffering of the human person, particularly the poorest people. 
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